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25 CFR Ch. I (4–1–02 Edition)§ 156.1

CROSS REFERENCES: For Bureau of Land 
Management regulations pertaining to allot-
ments to Indians and Eskimos, see 43 CFR 
parts 2530 and 2560. For Bureau of Land Man-
agement regulations pertaining to restored 
and ceded Indian lands, see 43 CFR part 1400.

§ 156.1 Relinquishment of original pat-
ent. 

To effect a reallotment under section 
3 of the Act of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 
856; 25 U.S.C. 408), the Indian owner 
shall endorse on the original patent a 
relinquishment of all lands described 
therein and explain the purpose of the 
relinquishment. The relinquishment 
shall name the child or children to be 
reallotted and follow with descriptions 
by legal subdivisions of the land. If a 
part of the allotment is being retained 
by the Indian owner, the relinquish-
ment and application for reallotment 
may describe only the tract to be real-
lotted. The relinquishment must be 
signed by the original allottee or owner 
of the land involved and be acknowl-
edged before a superintendent of an In-
dian agency or an officer authorized to 
administer oaths. The signatures of 
those who cannot write must be by 
thumb mark and be witnessed. 

[22 FR 10564, Dec. 24, 1957. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982]

§ 156.2 Relinquishment when original 
patent has been lost or destroyed. 

When the original patent has been 
lost or destroyed, the relinquishment 
and application for reallotment may be 
submitted in the form of a letter, 
which must be accompanied by an affi-
davit showing the loss or destruction of 
the original patent. If no patent has 
been issued, that fact should be set out 
in the letter. 

[22 FR 10564, Dec. 24, 1957. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982]
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§ 158.51 Definitions. 

When used in this part: 
(a) Homestead means the restricted 

nontaxable lands, not exceeding 160 
acres, allotted to an enrolled member 
of the Osage Tribe pursuant to the act 
of June 28, 1906 (34 Stat. 539), or the re-
stricted surplus lands designated in 
lieu thereof pursuant to the act of May 
25, 1918 (40 Stat. 578). 

(b) Surplus land means those re-
stricted lands, other than the home-
stead, allotted to an enrolled member 
of the Osage Tribe pursuant to the act 
of June 28, 1906 (34 Stat. 539).

§ 158.52 Application for change in des-
ignation of homestead. 

Any Osage allottee or the legal 
guardian thereof may make applica-
tion to change his homestead for an 
equal area of his surplus land. The ap-
plication shall give in detail the rea-
sons why such change is desired and 
shall be submitted to the Osage Indian 
Agency on the form ‘‘Application to 
Change Designation of Homestead.’’

§ 158.53 Order to change designation 
of homestead. 

The application of an Osage allottee, 
or his legal guardian, may be approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior, or his 
authorized representative, and an order 
issued to change designation of home-
stead, if it is found that the applicant 
owns an equal area of surplus land. The 
expense of recording the order shall be 
borne by the applicant. The order to 
change designation shall be made on 
the form ‘‘Order to Change Designation 
of Homestead.’’

§ 158.54 Exchanges of restrictive lands. 

Upon written application of the Indi-
ans involved, the exchange of re-
stricted lands between adult Indians, 
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